THENTY

Paul woke up at three in the morning, as did all the other men in the

CAME . Revelry uwa

very effective, since it was conducted in one's ocuwn

head. Paul did net 1ikKe all the aspects of telepathy he had been
exposad-ta. He 1liKed revelry least.
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accompanied by Arawan, Orand and Ulrasur. For the
E & Eqissar in full battle gear. Paul had never
BE & Wing, but when he saw him at that instant there
Elissa's blood coursed throush his weins.

latiJely auiet as the fell in behind Elissar, Orand
marched ocut of the camp in the opposite direction
d Elissar approached several weeKs ago. After about
, the army entered a large clearing. In the

ral spaceships. Troops filed into a ship based upon
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ffter & short while, the scceleration of the ship decreaszed, and soon.,
the engines stopped. Paul along with the rest of the men on the szhip.,
disembared and fprmed intc a semi-circle. They were joined uwith the

men from the othepr ships, and all awaited Elissar. The King emerged
fram his ship and loocKed at his troops.

"We have taken counsel, and will go out to do battle with ocur

ennemies., Mo longesr will uwe be able to makKe our plans in the shadows.
Today , we step into the sunlight for a2ll to see. Our path will be
more difficult friom now oh. We will be Knouwn toc our enemies - both

the Panterran and the Mantodeii. e cannet turn back.

"The odds are against us, this sach of yvou Khouw. ke are outnumbered
fifty or one hundred to ohe. But my» friends, we are outnumbered to
the eves aonly. We go forih with thousands in each of us. be carry
within us the sage adwvice of countless warriors, chieftains, leaders,
saoldiers. Let the other 1lives guide and direct us? in them is our
hope: in them our strength. lWith our friends within, with osur resclve
and courage we outnumber the enemy by the thousands! Add to this

number , those wha are oppressed and homeless, those who by themselwves
are powerless - and we add untold billions more. iUnblocK the woice -
let the tramce take hold - hecoms recptive to those who would help in
agur time of need, and none can stop us! e go to war. A war we did
not want. A war \ue did net create. A war we did not lookK for. But a
war we must figh for those who are alive now, as well as for those
who went before! We go to wictory!”
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his reply from Arawan, and the Panterran felt the rearsgaund action of
Araman's troops. The Grissh-nak brokKe formation and ran about in near
eanic. Within |z fou minutes the entire Grissh-nak contingent, which
had attacked Orland, was dead. Orand sent ahead to Elissar for
instructions.

Elizzar instructed Orand to lead his men at right angles to Elissar's
pozition, so as to form a semi-circle arcund the right-most edge of
the Panterran damp. He informed the two men that Ulrasur was aligned
in the same mariner at the left-most part of the Panterran camp. He
then instructe Araman to proceed with his men in phalanx formation
directly through the center of the camp. Eliszsar's forces uwould meeat
those of Arawar, while Ulrasur and Orand would take care of any
stragglers.

A+ once, the aftack began, with all four parts of the army moving in
whisaonm. The remainihg Grissh-nak were, by this time, in total

confus ion. Upah realizing that they were in a trag. they offered to
come to terms. Eliszar directed them to drop their weapons, and asKed
for their leader to come forth. A large and vicious-looKing feline
stepped farth and gast an evil glare at Elissar.

"Before we talk, I wish to Know your hame,"” zharled the Panterra.

"your Kind has | heard it before, but doubtless, has forgotten it. P
viame iz Elissan. Who is it that inquires?"

"wpreeh~-tg-fad am called, King of the Panterran tribas. I have never
hefore met the|like of vour army. We would gladly purchase your
contract from the devil-spawn who employ ¥ou. How canh a being such as

vourself work in the employ of those mindless insects?"

"1 am honored by vour comments, Krssh-tg-fad, and your renouwn is
proclaimed throughout the galaxy. But uwe do not wish to be employed
by the Panterran, thanK-you. e prefer to workK for our present
mastersz, thankKryou. And Khow, if we may come to terms?"

2t that moment|, Elissar received a transmiss ion from the home base.

"Elissar, & flpet of Panterran warships has just launched from the
airstrip on the other side of the cantinent. They are headed in »our
direction. 1| vou cah breakK off the engagement, do so at once and

return.”

"ell, Krssh-ta-fad I thinkK ue cam wait awhile to hear your terms. In
the mezntime, we wWill be leaving +his fine continent for ancother.
Men, shall uwe (leave."




liKke that, Paul?"

a mrrshh-Krl, show M-, Phillips to his gquarters plesse. And please makKe
2 sure he has whatever he wants. We would not wizh to make our guest

feel unapprec|iated. I will be by in a few hours to z=ze if he is still

breathing."
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